A Letter Lying in Twin Roads Gasping for Help
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The letter of Ato Mellse Zenawi to the UN Secretary Kofi Annan lies in a twin of roads, one, as I write this, is already in tatters (the UN security Council has rejected it) and the other hanging in the balance, shall we say, waiting what the next moves of Ato Mellese would be regarding the physical demarcation of the frontiers. Nonetheless the writing of the letter shows, whatever the level of its skin depth, a change of heart from Ato Mellese. There is a Tigrighna saying which goes:     

                                                        **(see below) 
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Tigray would, as it now transpires, compel Ato Mellese to do many bizarre and contradicting things in his life time. On a positive note shall we say if this cynical letter from a cynical person to a cynical organisation is an example of everything    but cynical.

Or is it really a cynical letter from a cynical person to a cynical organisation, knowing fully well the response it will get but help bolster his stance among the Ethiopians that he had tried and there is no alternative option but to accept and implement in the end the verdict the "world court" had judged on us guilty criminals for wanting to keep our sovereign and sacred lands.
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A year and a half into Liberation Struggle of TPLF, I happened to be part of, we knew what the Eritreans were up to. In 1969 Eth. Calendar in a meeting between Ato Melles Zenawi, Ato Abay Tsehaye on our side and Signor Sebehat Efrem, Signor Petros Solomon for the EPLF at                  “Una Shahaq,” the Eritreans demanded an agreement that a large swath of Tigray lands  to be recognised and when the time comes be handed over to Eritrea. Although no official deal and signing off was done at that time, the Eritrean side felt they had gotten a verbal memorandum of agreement from their opposite counter parts of the TPLF. For the rest of us this was an important meeting that the Eritreans divulge of the future plans and how they would go about achieving it. The time was important because there were many other liberation fronts floating around the place and they could and indeed were shopping around to sell their second-hand guns in return for substantial land gains at a suitable time.

Thus knowing what we knew then what the Eritrean were up to, when the TPLF led EPRDF came to power they ought to have had guessed what was brewing in the back burner for several years when the liberation struggle was conducted. Instead they choice, actively or otherwise, giving Eritrea a blank check to declare itself independent, help her expeditiously process referendum, ratify the referendum when no-one pressed them to do so and ultimately after all the price paid in blood for a war to dislodge the aggressors in year 2000, Ethiopia, showed many signs of reluctance to execute the war to its logical ends and appeared to be in a great hurry to conclude peace without achieving meaningful peace with its full essence.

After all these catalogue of misdeeds committed, one would ask: why would a person the likes of Ato Mellese Zenawi write a protest letter to an Organisation when he was fully aware his previous letter to the Hague Commission was rejected out of hand on legal and technical grounds- that whatever has been decided is binding. 

These organisations have a self-image to worry about when they deal with less endowed and less powerful nations. They wanted to be seen beyond reach and their verdict inviolable although we know better.

We know better because, The UN could not defend its own position let alone some remote nations far away from the glary financial hub of New York. The UN which has been trivialised and marginalized by the USA and Britain at a time leading to the invasion has now turn round obsequiously and began to negotiate with the two powers on how to relieve the very same two powers from the crisis they had got into.  Here the UN decisions to object the invasion by the two powers is now being subject to revision and compromises. Yes, if you are big and powerful nothings set by others, no matter who - UN or even God -  is not inviolable and beyond reach. The UN would blush and admit it has no rulebook to follow no inviolable principles to adhere to, and will adjust to new things emerging from the ground. Only Ethiopia and Ethiopia-look-a-like need to follow the UN rules of international conduct even if the have a valid case to be listen to.  This is one problem

And the second: Why would one in his right mind sleepwalk into a trap when there are plenty of alternative safe routes to follow in politics as in walking on the ground? And if anything why involve this messy world organisation when one knows one had not been fairly treated in the past after the Italians were driven out from the Eritrea by the same organisation? 

We should not have been worrying what the UN would say and do if we had driven the Eritreans out of our land, as we did, after they unlawfully air-raid and massacred people in Mekelle and occupied our sovereign frontier lands. There was no need let alone to request or even accept if it came from the Eritrean side to the placement of Blue beret UN soldiers along the so-called Ethio-Eritrea border.  Ethiopia was never in danger of being intimidated and loosing its nerve as a result of Eritrea's bulling. We needed no foreign shield from the Eritreans. However, thanks to the involvement of the political, legal and military wings of the UN we now have not only to deal with the Eritrea expansionists provocation but the UN that has, it emerges, a clear intentions to break up Ethiopia into smaller nations to suit the great powers desire of divide and rule peddled in the name of progress.

 The border conflict has now become no longer an Eritrean and Ethiopian issue. It is an Eritrean and the UN  on one side and Ethiopia on the other side. In such uneven power division of conflict how we can come out unscathed and if you like total undamaged is difficult to see. The Eritreans must be smirking to death at their luck. But come hell or high water, Ethiopia has to see she come through this tangle victorious.

It is extremely bad enough to give up coastal territories and be landlocked. And yet they are not contented with what Ethiopia had to sacrifice, they wanted more land and in a broad day light they sliced the parts they desired and gave it to Eritrea in the name of international justice. What next, where would their greed stop?

There is now only one option - only one of the twin roads Ato Melles's letter of protestation can follow, if he really means it- mobilise the Ethiopian people, tell the UN to go to hell, Speedily request the UN soldiers in the Temporary Security Zone between Ethiopia & Eritrea to be removed.  They are the ones who are the threat to our national security, they have been caught inviting Eritrean officials to spend nights partying and romping with girls, drinking whisky in Ethiopian sovereign lands. Ethiopia then can deal with what ever Eritreans come up with in collaboration with foreign enemies, Arabs or/and whites in and outside the Security Council.

At the end of the day Ethiopia shall win but only if Ethiopia has a confidence within herself and united. Has Ato Mellese's government got the self-confidence required? That is the question.

** A curse sworn by a mother is not intended to seek death of her child but loss of dignity, sense and direction in the eyes of friends and others.
