Things cannot go on unaltered – they have to change.

The basket many think contains bad apples also has some good apples. It is bruising such good apples along with the bad apples that one finds disheartening. Many in the EPRDF were and still are concerned with the plight of the people they fought for seventeen years to bring justice and equality. But since it came to power and indeed evidence indicates before it did come to power the EPRDF appeared to have been rerouted to causes that are at times at odd with the interest of the Ethiopian people. If these good apples are either insignificant or unable to put the organization they invested their life work, then they may have to face ignominious departure from politics along the bad apples before they know it happened.

Right from the outset the EPRDF appeared more concerned with what the seceding Eritrea would get most out of Ethiopia than looking after the interest of Ethiopia.

The organization is led by people who appear to be less forgiving, who would rather   not leave their old time comrades turned critics with a voice and dignity to see another day light in the arena of politics. 

Likewise, The Organization failed to set up conflict resolution mechanisms including limitation of tenure for leadership, and in this everyone, those who are still in or those who are kicked out are to blame, where individuals could disagree and remain active and loyal to the organization they all claimed to have established. The consequence of all these are purges and banishments, imprisonment, and/or vagrancy – which are unhealthy in the running of a country striving for quick development. 

In fact some of them   appear to be territorial and have been known to be vindictive not only against individuals who fell out from the organization but the entire relatives of such groups are viewed as hostile and undesirables and not to be trusted to participate in national interest. This said however, it is not surprising that they became vindictive and private in what is otherwise a national interest. They are not the only ones who suffered from such a Machiavellian disorder, many before them in Ethiopia and indeed in many other parts of the world routinely apply such practices eventually to their detriments. It would have been though a pleasantly surprising if they were tolerant, understanding and venturous and all giving.

Though we have known all along something was amiss with the current government. The problem is: with what to replace it. The existing opposition political organizations or parties, numerous as they may be, are fractious and lack reliability and credibility. They have no concrete programs to redeem the country from its current predicaments.

This said however, one cannot go on depending on the existing government which has failed in many ways to accomplish basic rules of governance simply because the other contending organizations/parties lack essential ingredients to lead people and govern the country. Now it feels something has to be done for something to change.

The Western powers have a long-standing interest to control the Middle -East. Because of such interest the Horn of Africa became just as important as the Middle –East itself. Hence in the middle of 1979 the Americans managed to bring three or more leaders of the TPLF under their influence and with such a move they brought the TPLF under their control. This was at a time when serving American interest was considered as a pariah. Those days were totally different from the present days. Nowadays it would rather be a complimentary to be in the payroll of the Americans.

Mind you these days they were not the only ones who would want to be under the American influence. It is remembered some political party leaders took their grievances to the American embassy some time nine ten years ago in Addis Abeba. There are many in Ethiopia already in the payroll and there are many hopefuls as well. Mr. Isyasas Afewerk is the oldest client of the Americans and at times he gets spoilt. That was why among other factors I have already mentioned in an article (Damn if they knew, damn if they did not) why Bademe is granted to Eritrea. Had he lost Bademe his Eritrean opponents  -- who despite receiving sympathetic ears from the west are nevertheless regarded as unreliable to serve the global intention of the masters -- would have beaten him out of office and the would not good for the west.

 Yes, after the American takeover, the EPRDF took an outward looking strategy that suits well the global American rather than the regional interest.  Ethnic federalism was hatched and put to operation with the formations of EPDM, OPDO, etc. In return the organizations get financial and military help. Also the American expatriated Ethiopians with left wing tendencies who did not fall under the TPLF influences from the surrounding areas to a far away distance (USA) so that they could have no or minimal influences on the political and military development in the region.

There is no doubt American support; aid and presence would help for development. We would appreciate if we could get all the help we needed but there is a limit of price we have to pay. It would have been nice if we do not pay any price but this is a real world and we will not get free meal but the meal we eat ought not to be expensive as well. 

Ever since the organization   sunk ever more deeper and deeper to serving Western interest in the region at the expense of the regional interest.  What is good for the Western interest in the Middle –east and the Horn is not necessarily good for Ethiopia and others. The Western power policy for the Middle East and the Horn may not even be good for the Westerners themselves let alone for Ethiopia and the rest. Unless we are the fifty-second state we would not be expected to do everything the Americans wanted in the region. We have our own destiny and our own way of doing things.

Just because America and the Western world and other various umbrella organizations such as the UN wanted certain things to be carried out in the region, regional leaders ought not lavishly obey and implement them specially if they clash with our historical and regional interests.

Likewise regional leaders who relay heavily on western financial, military and intelligence ought to realize that having a powerful friend is not necessarily the only thing that matters. Such leaders feel invincible with their superpower friends seated next – but not really. There is no need to be over confident. They need the good will of the people to continue to rule. In the absence of such good will of the people sooner than latter the feel good factor may thin out and the local structure they rely on may fall like house of cards.

There were a number of actions taken by the ruling organization that were alarmingly out of tune of the peoples’ wishes and the people abundantly showed their concern and yet they were ignored. Take the following cases for example.

The TPLF sent tens of thousand of Tigrayan fighters to defend Eritrea under the guise of defending Eritrea was defending Ethiopia. The saying went: if Eritrea was not defended well the revolution could suffer even collapse. The tens of thousands of Tigrayans who fell in Eritrea could have defended the revolution by fighting in Tigray and save the revolution from both the military regime and the Eritreans who preyed on it from day one. If the Eritreans had a cause they believed in, they themselves ought to have died for their causes till the last person instead of being defended by Tigrayians to whom they gave less appreciation for their services.

After the fall of the military régime the ruling party of EPRDF became the first to recognize Eritrean independence without giving due national, historical and constitutional process. To add insult to injury the recognition of Eritrean independence was not a priori negotiated and the boundaries marked between the two parties. If done so Eritrea whose deriving desire to became and recognized independent would have agreed to a border demarcation Ethiopia had favored. But this was not to be.

The steps taken by leaders of the organization in power appeared incongruent when they ordered the Ethiopian army march to Kesela province in Eritrea twice only to order them pull back to base under the hail of bullets and bombs. Such moves did not make any military sense considering the price the soldiers were asked to pay. But it may make sense when one consider our leaders were working to order from outside and western influences.

The people of Tigray bled and sweated for seventeen years under the leadership of the TPLF. In the struggle they were told to die to secure freedom and justice. And they did in hundreds of thousands. Nearly every household without exaggeration had paid the price asked. But the justice and freedom they have been promised at the end of the tunnel felt like no better than the one they shrugged off. Still corrupted officials in Tigray prey on the weak and old and vulnerable. If you are rich and give a lib support to the leaders you have access to everything.

And now after all the sacrifices, death and destructions, Tigray, the hub of the revolution t overthrow the military régime, Tigray which extended it solidarity to the Eritreans from day one of their armed struggle to the end, has to lose its own land to Eritrea because the west under the auspices of the UN has said so*. This is the mother of travesties of them all. The people fought twice – against the military régime and the Eritrean occupation of 1998 and win comprehensively on both occasions only to end up losing sovereign land. This can only happen in Ethiopia and only under such leaders.

Since when does other nations and organizations order a sovereign nation to cede land to another nation? And since when did such a nation contemplate to giving up land for fear of losing food aid? If tomorrow they ask for Adua does it mean we will have to give them not to upset our western friends?

This can only happen when the leadership has lost its bearing. And a leadership can only lose its bearing in such a magnitude only if it under irremediable influence of external forces.

If the EPRDF is to remain as a viable force it has to act quickly challenging the leadership it has put in   office and make it reverse round turns swiftly and comprehensively its dreadful decision to give sovereign land in return not even for any thing before it is too late. No one would want to hear such cheap propagandas of peace, progress and foreign aid. Twelve years have gone by, where is the beef? We are tried of hallow words!

The position adopted by the Tigray regional government is commendable.  Let this be for real and the people not being pulled all in different directions by leaders working to achieve the same ends. We shall believe the statement they put out in defense of the land as not a stunt to gain temporary respect or /and relieve from the pressure they are under, as has been the case ones or twice in the past when Dr. Solomon Inquay fired a warning shot that   the Commission ought to respect the territorial integrity of the country and on the second occasion when he publicly condemned the Hague Commission for coming up with a vague map of no use to settle the dispute and for failing to precisely located and demarcated  Bademe within Ethiopian territory. The regional government ought to remain stalwart and consistent and should not give in under pressure from anyone.

Old habits and doing cannot go on unaltered – they have to change.
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